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Statistics

CATALOGUE NO. 8752.3
EMBARGOED UNTIL 10.30 A.M. 12 JANUARY 1985

BUILDING ACTIVITY, QUEENSLAND

SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1994
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
Value of building work donc at average 1989-90 prices, » Expressed in scasonally adjusted average 1989-90 prices
seasonally adjusted the total value of buiiding work done for the September

quaricr 1994 was $1.641.8 million. the highest level
reached since this statistical series began with the Septem-
Percentage change on ber quarter 1980, It exceeded by 4 6% the previous record
level of $1,570.0 million reached the previous quarter.

June quarter 1994 Sept. guarter 1993

e For new residential building the value of work done also

saidential buildi ) 2041 . .
Eiﬁ_&i{ﬁ:ﬂm ',’,‘f,iﬁ‘,}ﬂ‘;i §§ 3t s increased [urther from the record level achicved for the
Total building P 21.6 preceding quarter. The September quarter 1994 figure of

$1.086.5 million was 4.8% higher than the June quarter
figure of $1.036.6 million,

« The Septeinber quarter 1994 figure for the value of non-
residential building work done was $492.0 million. Thig
was an incrcase of 8.8% over the previous quarter and the
highest value since the Scptember quarter 1990,
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INQUIRIES o formore information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished statistics,

contact Colin Speechicy on Adelaide (08) 237 7495 or any ABS Siate Olfice.

o for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Inquiries on Brisbane
(07) 222 6351 (fax {07) 229 6042). call at 313 Adelaide Streel, Brisbane, or write to Information Inquirics,
ABS, GPO Box 9817. Brisbanc Qld 4001.




SUMMARY OF FINDINGS - contined

Value of building work commenced at average 1989-90 Number of dwelling units commenced, scasonally
prices adjusted
Percentage change on Percentage change on

June quarter 1994 Sept. quarter 1993 June quarter 1994 Sepr. gquarter 1993
New residential building 15.2 20.7 Privale seclor houses 1.6 4.2
Alterations and additions Private sector dwelling units 26 6.8

1o residential buildings 17.7 177 Tots ol it 3.9 5

Non-residential building 21 127 otal dwelling units ¥ 51
Total building 2.0 18.7

« In scasonally adjusted tcrms the estimate of the total
number of dyvelling units commenced during the Septem-
ber quartcr 1994 was 13,857. This was a 3.9% improve-
ment onthe 13.334 for the June quarier and the 6th record
level in the last 7 quartcrs for this scries which began with
the Scptember quarter 1965.

» Expressed in average 198990 prices (but not scasonally
adjusted) the total value of building work commenced
during the September quarier 1994 was $1.710.7 million.
This was 9.0% up onthe $1.570.0 million recorded for the
June quarter and the highest value for the series since it

began with the September quarter 1973, * While the numnber of privale sector total dwelling unit

commgeneements increased 2.6% to 13.275 for the Sep-
lember quarter 1994, the increase in commencements of
private sccior houses 1o 9,067 was inore marginal.

* Commencements of non—residential building work el
8.1% in valuc from the Junc quarter [994 figurc of $423.5
million {0 $389.2 million for tle Septcmber quartcr. The
fall was entirely in private seclor commencements.

NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED

* The value of new residential building commenced rose by SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
15.2% 10 $1,262.2 million for the September quarter 1994, Number
the highest since the series began witli the September ] ) [
quarter 1969. Over 60% of the $166.1 million rise was T Towldvelling unts
contribuled by new other residential buildings. For both <-++-=+ Private sector total dwelllng units - 12,000
houses and other residential buildings, the September - Private sector homes
quarter 1994 figures were also the highest since the re- - 10000
spective series began with the September quarier 1969. T~
T e
N - - B.G00
* Commencements of residential alterations and additions et
ros¢ 17.7% or $8.9 mullion 10 $59.3 mullion for the Sep- i .00
tember quarter 1994, the highest value since the Seplen- T
ber quarter 1992, L 4000
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{ » The total value of building work commenced (unadjusted.
Total buitding at current prices) during the September quarter 1994 was
Lavo $1.816.7 million. Of this. $1.360.7 millton was for new

residential building resulting in a record number of 14,794
new dweclling units.
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b o New residential * Thetotal value of work done during the September quarter

NN e 400 ros¢ 16.8% to $1,820.0 million while the value of work

T e yet to be done on jobs under construction at the end of the

Non residentlal quarter fell 10.5% to $1,734.9 million. This fall was

e Tt L almost eatirely duc (o a decision by developers not to

DMIJSDM! SDMISDMI! SDMI! s continue with a major private sector hotel resort project
1989 1960 1981 1992 1903 1904

which had been ‘on hold’ for several years.



VALUE OF RESIDENTIAL WORK DONE
AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES
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TABLE 4 — NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION, QUEENSLAND
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES

Houses Totat
Private Private
secltor Tatal sector Total

Period Cannnenced Contpleted Commenced Completed Contmienced Completed Commenced Completed
1993 June qtr 8,241 9,144 8511 4377 12,154 15,927 12,818 12,362
Sept. qtr 8,70 A B9 B.3532 12,433 11,582 13,179 12,041

Dec. gir 8281 9,149 8,456 9334 12,725 12,478 13.210 13133
1994 Mar, gir 9,320 7,860 9,353 B8.002 13282 11,265 13,400 11,786
June qtrr B.923 8,620 9,106 8,768 12,944 12,116 13334 12516
Sepl. gqir 9,067 8,141 9,265 8,213 13.275 12018 13,857 12,242

TABLE 5 — VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, QUEENSEAND
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES
{$ million)
New residential building

Other resideniial Now-residential Total

Peripd Heses buitdings Total building building
1993 June gtr 744.9 2344 0745 9.2 1.452.8
Sept. gt 7236 246.7 976.1 ATO.R 1.414.0
Dee. gtc TIRS e 1.076.1 a7y 1.483.3

1994 May. qir 7523 266.3 1.024.1 A76.4 1.441.8
June qtrt 8229 072 11227 452.7 1,665.5
Rept. gtr 2497 3232 1,181.3 4945 1.747.1
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TABLE 6 — YALUE OF BUILDING WORK COMMENCED, AT AYERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (a} , QUEENSLAND

($ million)
New residential building Alterations and Non-residential butlding
addifions for

Other residential residentinl Private Total

Period Houses buildings Toial buiidings secior Total building
1991-92 2,263.9 6108 2,874.7 194.5 1.183.8 17673 4,836.5
1992-93 2,661.4 447.0 1.608.4 206.4 L144.4 1.655.0 5,469.8
1993-94 ¢ 2,840.3 1,266.4 4,106.4 2025 1.2593 L.676.3 59852
1993 June gtr 680.7 3299 1,0106 50.8 359.3 509.9 1.571.3
Sept. qtr 723.0 3228 10458 504 285.0 345.3 1.441.5

Dec. qtr 716.7 325.8 10425 56.4 301.4 3727 14716
1994 Mar. qtr 0472 2748 922.0 453 3359 334.8 1.502.1
June gir r 7534 3427 1,096.1 504 A37.0 423.5 1L570.0
Sepl. qtr 816.3 445.9 1,262.2 593 320 38972 1.710.7

{a) Sce parugraphs 24 and 25 of the Explanatory Notes. Constant price estimates are subject to revision each quarter as mere up to date information on prices and
commodily compasitions becomes available.

TABLE 7 — YALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (a) , QUEENSLAND
ORIGINAL AND SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES

(% million)
New residenttal Lulding Alterations and Non-residential building
additions to
Other residential residential Private Total
Period Houses buildings Fotat buildings sector Total burlding
ORIGINAL

199192 21832 6091 2,7923 186.9 1,106.4 1,6443 4,623.5
1992-93 2.650.8 848.2 3,499.0 047 1.090.5 1,544.0 5.247.7
199394 ¢ 2,733.8 1,151.2 3,885.0 204.0 1.,171.8 1.573.6 5,662.6
1993 June gir 542.9 2239 866.8 5.9 2747 3727 12924
Sept. gtr 679.5 275.5 955.0 5.8 299.6 3875 13953

Dec. gqir 751.3 a71.2 1.072.5 53.6 310.2 404.1 1.530.2
1994 Mar. qtr 5998 265.8 8656 46.0 254.9 357.2 1.268.8
June qter 3.2 2887 991.9 516 3072 4748 1.468.3
Sept. qtr 792.9 354.4 1.147.3 538 3762 s0.2 1.7103

SEASONALLY ADIUSTED

1993 Jume qtr 666.9 2433 $04.7 n.a, fn.a. 3968 13823
Sepl. gir 6443 254.7 %05.1 n.a. 8. 742 1.339.2

Dee. gtr 691.7 313.0 596.8 LN n.a, 3748 1.400.9

1994 Mar. gir 6687 273.4 29493 LER n.a. 3772 1,363.0
Tune girx 730.9 3139 1,G36.6 n.a. 0.4 452.3 1,570.0
Sept. gir 750.7 3275 1.086.5 na. n.a. 492.0 1,641.8

(a) See paragraphs 24 to 26 of the Explanatory Notes. Constsat price estimalcs are subject to revision each quarter as more up to dale informalion on prices and commodity
compositioits becomes available.
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TABLE 8 — NUMBER GF DWELLING UNITS BY OWNERSHIP, CLASS OF BUILDER AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION,

QUEENSLAND
Private sector Public sector Total
Hlouses
Other Other Other
Coniractor- resilential residennial residential
Period Luilt Qiher Total  buildings Totul fleuses  bufldings Tntal Houses  buitdings Total
COMMENCED
199E-92 22,675 5,394 24,068 8,555 36,663 948 930 1,878 29016 9,525 38,541
199293 27,182 5,0t1 32,793 12,096 44,889 723 1,373 2,006 33,516 13,464 46,985
1993.94 1 31,901 3201 35,102 16,187 51,289 6449 1,147 1,796 35,751 17,334 53,085
1993 June gtr 6,980 1,383 8,352 4093 12,456 266 370 636 8,629 4,463 13,092
Scpt. qir 7854 1.3 9,155 4028 13181 174 702 76 9329 4,728 14,057
Dec_ glr 8,001 9440 8,941 4300 13,241 199 200 390 9,140 4,500 13,640
1994 Mar, gir 7465 491 7.950 3,654 11,610 g af 164 8.054 3720 11,774
June gtr v B.582 469 9,051 4,207 13,258 178 179 357 $.229 4,286 13,615
Sept. gtr B,583 i} 9544 4,541 14,085 140 569 709 9,684 5110 14,794
UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT END OF PERIOD
1991-92 5213 32186 8,428 4239 12667 394 548 542 8.6822 4.787 13,609
1992-93 5.567 2,688 8,254 3673 13,927 35 528 £33 8.559 6.201 14,760
1993-04 1 8,075 1,185 9.260 8,164 17.424 244 325 569 2,504 8,489 17,993
1993 June gir 5567 2,688 8,254 5.073 13927 A0S 528 B33 8,559 6,201 14,760
Scpt. gtr 6055 2,251 8,907 6,552 15,450 12 107 1,243 9,133 7560 16,702
Dec. gir 5978 1,536 7,514 6,628 14,142 214 TB7 1206 7733 7.415 15,148
1994 Mar. qtr 8,200 1,169 8.070 7.176 15,246 1460 377 537 8,230 7.553 15,743
June gir s 9.075 1,185 9,260 8,164 17,424 244 325 569 9.504 8,489 17993
Sept. gt 8,747 1,752 10,532 8.505 19.444 233 #19 1,052 10,772 9,724 20,496
COMPILETED
1991-92 22,237 3,815 26,052 7.601 33653 1,053 11386 2,209 27105 8,757 358682
1952-93 27,259 5,489 32,748 10,548 43,336 812 1,393 2,208 33,600 11,941 45,541
1993-94 1 249,578 4,517 34,095 132472 47.567 698 1,350 2,048 34,793 14,872 42,615
1993 June gtr 7,031 1,303 8,334 2,635 10,569 173 184 as57 €507 2814 11.326
Sept. ytr 6,894 1.608 8,503 1084 11,587 253 2§13 468 8.758 xau7 12053
Dec. qir B.67% 1,654 10,333 4171 14,504 206 410 636 10,539 4.6 15,140
1594 Mar. gty 6,545 855 7.400 2,935 10,335 145 474 621 7545 d4i1 10,956
June gtrr 7,460 35 7.859 1,282 11141 94 231 325 7,953 3513 11,4466
Scpt. gtr 7871 353 8,265 1,737 12,002 151 75 226 8416 3,812 12,228
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TABLE 9 — NUMBER AND VALUE OF NEW IIOUSES BUILT BY CONTRACT BUILDERS FOR PRIVATE OWNERSHIP
BY COMPLETION VALUE RANGE AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION,
QUEENSLAND

Commenced Under constriction at end of period Completed
Less  §40,000 Less  $40,000 Less 340,000
than to  B60,000 than fe  BGO,0i0 than o 360,000
Ferod 340,000 330099 and over Total  $20000 350,990 and over Total  ¥400000  $59.999  and over Total
NUMBER
1591-92 774 6,009 15,892 22,675 126 1.113 3.973 5,213 822 5,788 15,628 22,237
1992-93 789 5517 21,476 27,782 143 8359 4565 5,567 740 5.944 20614 27,299
1953-94 Ba47 4,847 26,207 31,901 163 944 5,968 8,075 949 4,742 23,888 29.578
1993 June gtr 170 1,337 5,473 6,980 §43 B5% 4565 5.567 29G 1,172 5.550 .03
Sept. gir 121 1,317 6,348 7,854 BU BES 5711 6,655 278 1,333 5.285 6,894
Dec. qir 233 1,251 6,517 8001 L3l a63 5214 5978 233 1,452 6,993 8,679
1944 Mar. gtr 142 1,190 6.127 7.465 165 956 5.780 6,500 165 B75 5.563 6,545
Tune gtr 1 274 1,030 7.218 8,582 163 044 5,968 8.075 333 1.081 6,046 7,460
Sept. gir 127 953 7.503 8,583 143 714 7,230 8,787 169 1.141 6.562 7871
VALUE ($m)
1991-52 257 305.8 1.564.1 18956 39 57.2 455.0 5181 27.5 294 4 15313 1,8531
199293 253 2839 21221 24323 4,7 450 506.9 556.5 24.4 3051 20240 22535
1993-94 293 249.2 2,5820 28605 5.7 48.7 7924 B45.8 313 246.1 2,30.8 2,578.2
1993 June gqtr 57 686 546.1 6204 4.7 45.0 506.9 556.5 9.7 &0.0 536.9 606 .6
Sept. qtr a2 67.0 614.7 688.0 25 428 598.2 6435 84 LR 5238 5021
Dec. gqir 8.4 4.6 632.2 52 a7 335 5547 5G1.8 8.0 4.1 674.7 756.8
1994 Mar. gtr 54 60.2 60%.4 675.1 6.1 48.1 622.6 676.9 3.7 44.4 5434 5919
Tune girr 9.3 57.3 7556 7922 57 48.7 792.4 B4 & 11.2 57.2 5550 627.4
Sept. qtr 39 49.4 764.6 B17.8 4.4 36.6 884.4 9254 6.0 60.3 661.2 275
TABLE 10 — SUMMARY OF BUILDING ACTIVITY: RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS,
QUEENSLAND, SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1994 {PER CENT)
New residential building Value
Houses Total Alterations
and additions
fo residential Total
Number of buildings building
ewnership and stage dwelling
of construction Number Value units Value
PRIVATE SECTOR
Commenced 2.0 25 1.4 1.8 51 1.4
Under construction at end of period A0 32 1.6 1.9 6.8 1.2
Campleled 40 4.5 28 34 7.2 2.6
Value of work done 2.6 19 49 14
Value of work yet 1o be dune 4.1 22 9.1 1.4
TGTAL PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS
Commenced 20 2.5 1.3 1.7 51 1.3
Under construction at end of period 3D 3.2 1.6 1.8 6.7 1.0
Completed 39 44 27 33 7.2 2.5
Value of work done 2.5 1.8 4.8 1.3
4.0 2.1 8.9 1.t

Value of work yet lo be done
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains detailed results from the
quarterly Building Activity Survey. Users should note that
data for the latest quarter is subject to revision.

2. The statistics arc compiled on the basis of returns
collected from builders and other individuals and organisa-
tions engaged in building activity. The quarterly survey
consists of two components.

() A sample survey of privalc sector house building
activity invelving new housc construction or ailera-
tions and additions valued at $10.000 or more 10
houses.

(b) A compleie cnumeration of jobs involving construc-

tion of new rcsidential buildings other than pnvate

sector houscs. all alterations and additions 1o

residential buildings (other than private scclor houscs}

with an approval value of $10.000 or more, and all
non—residential building jobs with an approvat value
of $50,000 or more.

3 Prior to the Scplember guarter 1990, the cut-off for
inclusion of non-residential building jobs (both new and al-
terations and additiens) was $30,000 or more and prior (o the
September quarter 1985 it was $10.000 or more. Care should
be taken in interpreting data for specific classes of non-
residential building,

4. The use of sample survey techniques in the Building
Activity Survey means that reliable estimales of private sector
house building activity, including alterations and additions to
houses, are availablc only at the State/Territory and Australia
levels with the exception of the Northern Termitory. However,
dwelling unit conmencement data for regions below State
level are shown in the monthly series of dwelling unit com-
mencements compiled by State offices of the ABS. Data from
this series, unlike those compiled from the Building Activity
Survey. are based on inlormation reported by local and other
govemment authorities.

Scope and coverage

5. The statistics retale to huilding activity which includes
construction of new buildings and alterations and additions 10
existing buildings. Construction activity not defined as
building (e.g. construction of roads. bridges. railways, earth-
works, ctc.) is excluded.

6. Building jobs included in each quarter in the Building
Activity Survey comprise thosc building jobs selccted in
previous quarters which have not been completed (or
commenced) by the end of the previous quarter and those
building jobs newly sclected in the current quarter. The popu-
lation list from which building jobs are sclected for inclusion
comprises all approved building jobs which were notified to
the ABS up to but not including the last month of the reference
quarter {¢.g. up to the end of August in respect of the Septem-
ber quarter survey). This introduces a lag to the statistics in
respect of those building jobs notified and commenced in the
last month of the refcrence quarter (e.g. for thc month of
September in respect of the September quarter survey). For
example, building jobs which were notified as approved in the
month of JTune and which actually commenced in that month
are shown as commencements in the Scptember quarter. Simi-
larly, building jobs which were notificd in the month of Sep-
tember and which actually commenced in that month are
shown as commencements in the December quarter.

Definitions

7. A building is delined as a rigid, fixed and pennanent
structure which has a roof. Iis intended purpose is primarily to
house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or livestock.
An integral featurc of a building's design. to satisfy its in-
tended use, is the provision for regular access by persons,

8. A dwelling unit is defincd as a self-contained suite of
rooms. including cooking and bathing [acilities and intended
for lorg—term residential use. Units (whether self-contained
or not) within buildings olfcring institutional care. such as
hospitals. or tcmporary accomiodation such as motels. hos-
tels and Loliday apartments, are not defined as dwelling units.
The value of units of this type is included in the appropriatc
category of non-residential building.

9. A residential building is defined as a building pre-
dominantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. Residen-
tial buildings can be cither houses or other residential
buildings.

(a) A house is dclined as a detached building predoim-
nantly used for long-ierm residential purposes and
consisting of only onc dwelling unit. Thus, detached
“granny {lats’ and detached dwelling units (such as
carctlakers’ residences) associated with non-residen-
tial buildings are defined as liouses for the purpose of
hese statistics.

(b) An other residential building is defincd as a building

which is predominantly used for long—term residential

purposcs and which contains (or has attached to it)
more than one dwelling unit (¢.g. includes town-
houses, duplexes, apariment buildings. etc.).

10. The number of dwelling units created by alterations
and additions to existing buildings. and through the construc-
tion ol new non—residential buildings, is not included in the
tables but is shown as a footnote 1o Table 1.

il Commenced. A building job is rcgarded as com-
menced when the first physical building activity has been
performed on sitc in the form of materials lxed inplace and/or
Jabour expended (this includes site preparation but excludes
delivery of building materials, the drawing of plans and speci-
fications and the construction of non-building infrastruciures
such as roads).

12. Under construction. A building job is rcgarded as
being under construction at the end of a period if it has been
commenced but lias not been completed, and work on it has
not been abandoned.

13. Completed. A building job is regarded as completed
wlien building activity has progressed to the stage when the
building can fulfi! its intended function. In practice, the ABS
regards buildings as completed when notified as such by
respondents lo the survey.

Valuation of building jobs

14, The value serics in this publication are derived from
estimaltes reported on survey relurns as follows.

(@) Value of building commenced or under construction
represenls the anticipated completion value based,
where practicable, on estimatcd market or contract
price of building jobs cxcluding the value of land and
landscaping. Site preparation costs arc included.
Where building jobs proceed over scveral quarters,



the anticipated completion value reporied en the re-
turn for the first (commencement) quartcr may be
amended on returns for subsequent (under construc-
tion} quarters as the job nears completion.
(b) Value of building compfeted represents the actual
completion value based. where practicable, on the
market or contract price of building jobs including site
preparation costs but excluding the value of land and
landscaping,

Vatue of building work done during the period repre-
sents the estimated value of building work actuaily
carried out during the quarter on building jobs which
have commenced.

(©)

(dY Vafue of building work vet to be done rcprescnls the
difference between the aticipated completion value
and the estimated value of work dene up to the end of
the period on building jobs commenced but not com-

pleted.

Building classification

15. Ownership. The ownership of a building 1s classified
as either public sector or private secior according to the sector
of the intended owner of the compicted building as evident at
the time of approval. Residential buildings being construcled
by private scetor builders under government housing authority
schemes whereby the authority has contracted, or intends to
contract, 1o purchase the buildings on or belore compietion.
are classified as public sector.

L6 Builder fype. Houses are classified according to the
tvpe of builder as {ollows.

{a) Contractor-buift houses are those construcied by a
private recognised building contractor. either under
contract, or in anlicipation of sale or rental.

(b} Houses built by vther than contract builders are those
constructed by an owner (other than a recognised
building contractor} or under the owner’s direction.
without the services ol a single contractor responsible
for the whole job. Houscs built by businesses (other
than recognised building contractors) and public sec-
tor orgamsations are also included in this category.

17. Functional classification of buildings. A building is
classified according to its intended major function Hence, a
building which is ancillary to olher buildings or forms a part
of a group of related buildings is classificd to the function of
the building and not to the function of the group as a whole.
An example of this can be seen in the treatment of building
work approved for a factory complex. In this casc a detached
administration building would be classified to Offices, a de-
tached cafeteria building 1o Shops, while factory buildings
would be classified to Factories. An exception {0 this rule is
the treatment of group accommodation buildings where, for
example, a student accommodation building on a university
campus would be classified to Educational.

18 Exarnples of the types of buildings included under
each main functional heading are shown in the following list.

(a) Houses. Includes cottages, bungalows, detached care-
takers’/fmanagers’ cottages. rectorics.

(b} Other residential buildings. Includes blocks of flats,
home units. attached townhouses, villa units, terrace
houses, semi—detached houses, naisoncttes.

(¢) Hotels, etc. Includes motels. hostcls, boarding
houses, guesthouses, holiday apariment buildings.
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{d) Shops. Tncludes retail shops. restaurants, cafes, tav-
cms. diy cleancrs, laundromats, hair saions, shopping
arcades.

{e) Factories. Includes paper mills, oil refinery buildings,
brickworks, foundnes, powerhouses, manufacturing
laboralones, workshops as part of a manufacturing

process.

(f) Offices. Includes banks, post offices, council cham-

bers. hecad and regional offices.

Other business premises. Includes warehouses, stor-
age depots. service stations, transport depots and ter-
minals. electricity substation buildings, pumping
station buildings. telephone exchanges, mail sorting
centres, broadcasting stations, filin studios.

®

(h)

Educational. Includes schools, colleges. kindergar-
lens, librarics, muscums, art galleries, rescarch and
tcaching laboratorics, theological colleges.

()
)

Religious. Includes churches, chapels, temnpics.

Health. Includes hospitals, nursing homes, surgeries,
¢linics, medical centres.

Entertainment and recreational. Includes clubs,
theatres, cinemas, public halls, gymnasiums, grand-
stands, squash courts, sporis and recreation centres.

k)

() AMfiscellanevus. Includes law courts, homes for the
aged (where medical care is not provided as a normal
service), orphanages, gaols. barracks, mine buildings,
glasshouses, livestock sheds, shearing sheds, fruit and
skin drying sheds, public toilets. and ambulance, fire
and police stations.

Reliability of the cstimates

1s. Since the figures for prvate sector house building
aclivity {including alterations and additions) are denived from
information obtained from a sample of approved building jobs,
they are subject to sampling error; that is, they may differ from
the figures that would have becn obtained if information for
all approved jobs for the relevant period had been included in
the survey. One measure of the likely difference is given by
the standard error. which indicates the extent lo which an
estimate might have varied by chance because only a sample
of approved jobs was included. There are about two chances
in three that a sample cstimate will differ by lcss than one
standard crror from the figure that would have been oblained
if all approved jobs had been included and about nineteen
chances in tweniy that the difference will be less than two
slandard errors. Another measure of sampling vanability is the
relative standard error. which is obtained by expressing the
standard error as a percentage of the estimate to which it refers.
The relative standard crrors of estimates provide an indication
of the percentage errors likely to have occurred due to sam-
pling, and are shown in Table 10.

20. An example of the use of rclative standard crrors is as
follows. Assume that the cstimate of the number of new private
sector houses commenced during the latest quarter is 2.000 (for
actual estimate see Table 2) and that the associated relative
standard error is 2.5 per cent (for actual pereentage see Table
10). There would then be about two chances in three that the
nuinber which would have been obtained if information had
been collected about all approved private seclor house jobs
would have been within the range 1,950 to 2,050 (2.5 per cent
of 2,000 is 50) and about nineteen chances in twenty that the
number would have been within the range 1,900 to 2.100.



21 The imprecision due to sampling variability. which is
measured by the relative standard error, should not be conlused
with inaccuracies that may occur becausc of inadequacies in
the source of building approval information. imperfections in
reporting by respondents, and crrors made in the coding and
processing of data. Inaccuracies of this kind are referred 1o as
non-sampling error, and may occur in any enumcration
whether it be a full count or only asample. Every clfort is made
to reduce the non-sampling error (0 a minimum by (he carcful
design of questionnaires. efforts (o obtain responscs for all
selecled building jobs. and eflicient operating procedures.

Seasonul adjustment

22, Scasonally adjusted building siatistics arc shown in
Tables 4. 5 and 7. In the seasonally adjusted series, account
has been (aken of normal seasonal [actors and trading day
effects (arising {rom the varying numbers of Sundays, Mon-
days. Tuesdays. ctc. in the quarter) and the effect of the
movement in the dale of Easter which may. in successive years,
affect figures for different quarters. Details of the methods
used in seasonally adjusting the series arc given in Seasonally
Adjusted Indicators, Australia (1308.0).

23 Since scasonally adjusted statistics reflect both
irrcgular and trend movements, an upward or downward
movement in a seasonaily adjusted series docs not necessaiily
indicate a change of trend. Particular care should thercfore be
taken in interpreting individual quarter lo quarter movements.
Each of the component series shown has been scasonatly
adjusted independently. As a conscquence. while the unad-
justed compenents in the originat series shown add 1o the
totals, the adjusted components may not add to the adjusted
totals. Further, the differcnce between independently seasorn-
ally adjusted series does not necessarily produce scrics wlich
are oplimal or even adequatc adjustments of the similarly
derived original series. Thus the ligures which can be derived
by subtracting seasonally adjusted privale sccior dwelling
units from the seasonally adjusted total should not be used 10
represent seasonally adjusted public sector dwelling units.

Estimates at constant prices

24, Estimates of the value of commencements and work
done at average 1989-90 prices arc shown in Tablcs 6 and 7.
Constant price estimales measure changes in value aller the
direct effects of price changes have been eliminatcd. The
deflators used to revalue the current price estimates in this
publication are derived from the same price data underlying
the deflators compiled for the dwellings and non—dwelling
construction components of the national accounts aggregate
‘Gross fixed capital expenditurc’.

25, Estimates at constant prices are subject 10 a number of
approximations and assumptions. Further information on the
nature and concepts of constant price estimates is contained in
Chapter 4 of Australian National Accounts: Concepts, Sources
and Methods (5216.0}.

26, The factors uscd (o seasonally adjust the constant price
scries are identical to (hose used to adjust the corresponding
current price series.
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Unpublished data and related publications

27. The ABS can atso make available certain building
approvals and activity data which are not published. Where it
is not practicable to provide the required information by tele-
phone, data can be provided in the following forms: micro-
fichc. photocopy, computer printout, floppy disk and clerically
extracied tabulation. Inquirics should be made to the contact
shown at the front of this publication.

28. Users may also wish (o refer to the following building
and construction publications which are available on request:

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) - monthly
($13.50)

Building Approvals, Queenstand (8731.3) — monthly
($11.00)

Building Approvals and Dweiling Unit Commencements ;
Small Area Statistics, Queensiand, 1992 93 (8735.3) —
new issuc — annual ($15.00)

Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving
Authorities, Queensiand (8741.3) — monthly (§11.00)
Building Activity, Australia : Dwelling Unit Commence-

ments, Preliminary (8750.0) — quarterly ($11.00}

Engincering Construction Activity, Australia (8762.0) —
quarierly ($11.00}

29 Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products. Australia
{1101.0). The ABS also issucs, on Tuesdays and Fridays. a
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications w0 be
released in the next few days. The Cataloguc and Publications
Advice are available from any ABS olfice,

Symbuls and ather usages

n.a. not available
not applicable
—_— nil or rounded 1o zcro
r figure or serics revised since previous issuc
30. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancics may

occur belween suins of the component items and totals.
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